
How Do We Do It?
In order to accelerate the transition to clean energy, SolsticeTM brings 
scalable solutions to persistent inclusion issues in three key areas:

Community Enrollment & Education
SolsticeTM has generated community solar interest from over 15,000 households across 
20 pilot projects in MA, DC, NY, and NJ. Our strategy empowers individuals and local 
institutions to engage their communities in the transition to clean energy. By enrolling 
150,000 households over the next 5 years, we will provide annual savings of over $36 
million to mostly LMI households, and avoid 855,000 tons of CO2 emissions per year.

Financial Innovation
FICO credit scores are the most common metric used to qualify households for 
community solar, and are the largest barrier to LMI participation, yet they’re an 
imperfect indicator of energy bill default. We found that households with lower to no 
credit score still pay their utility bills regularly. As a result, we invented the EnergyScore 
- a solar qualification metric that’s more accurate than FICO scores in predicting energy 
bill payment and more inclusive of LMI households. We are actively enrolling LMI 
households with a piloted EnergyScore in our project with NYCHA. 

Policy Breakthrough
SolsticeTM works on coalitions across the solar industry and environmental justice sector 
to promote the inclusive and equitable expansion of solar policy in 11 states, including 
New York. Recently, we helped the New York Green Bank establish a loan-loss reserve to 
de-risk LMI-inclusive solar projects.

SolsticeTM  x  NYCHA
SolsticeTM has partnered with a coalition of organizations 
including solar developer Bright Power and Sol Purpose, 
workforce development nonprofit Green City Force, and solar 
installer SolarOne to bring community solar to NYC Housing 
Authority (NYCHA) developments. This program will provide 
clean, low-cost energy to NYCHA residents throughout the 

When? 
Construction and enrollment begin in Fall 2019

Where? 
100 New York City Housing Authority building 
rooftops throughout all five boroughs

How much? 
     4MW of Solar Capacity
     Approximately 800 low-income households
     10% energy bill savings

Testimonials

"It’s a perfect solution for someone who 
"

Paula Cohen
Geography Teacher

"It saves you money, and it's clean and 
renewable energy - there's no downside!"

Jim Pfiffer
Executive Director, 
Chemung River Friends

"It's just a no-brainer to me."

Dr. Bill Barklow
Biology Professor

*

Accolades


